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Mughal-Portuguese relations and development of maritime trade in India

Dr. Suman Mukherjee

Europe has had close trade and cultural relations with India since ancient times.
Long-distance sea trade between India and Rome during the pre-Christian cra is a
clear evidence of this. India's cloves, cardamom, jaggery, chillies, pepper, cotton,
silk, precious stones, ivory etc. were in great demand in the European market. The
fall of the Roman Empire in 476 resulted in a collapse in Indo-European trade. As
Arab domination expanded in the Middle East in the seventh century AD, this
lucrative trade along the Arabian and Red Sea routes came under the complete
control of Arab and Italian merchants. Arab merchants sold these goods at high
prices in various Italian ports. Italian merchants became wealthy by selling these
goods to other Europcan countrics. In 1453, the Ottoman Turks captured
Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine Empire, and later established their
monopoly over Western Asia and Southeast Europe. As a result, the India-Europe
trade route was completely taken over by them. When they levied additional duties
on the goods of the Indian Gupta, the price of thosc goods increased greatly in
Europe. European merchants then ventured to reach India directly by sea. The
attempt to discover new waterways started from this initiative. In the late Middle
Ages, new shipbuilding techniques, the invention of the mariner's compass and the
sternlabe, and the endless curiosity of the unknown as a result of the Renaissance
made people eager to discover new waterways. Portugal and Spain took the lead in
discovering new waterways. However, in 1498, the Portuguese navigator Vasco da
Gama circumnavigated the Uttamasha barrier at the southern tip of Africa and
reached the port of Calicut on the west coast of India. This led to the discovery of a
direct water route from Europe to India and marked a turning point in Indo-European
relations.
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